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LINSEED is delighted to participate in ART SG 2023 from January 11 to January 15, 2023,
at booth FROG6, presenting three artists from Asia and beyond: Sebastian Burger
(b1980, Germany), Tom Howse (b.1988, UK), and Li Hei Di (b.1997, China). Through the
artists' experimentation and rediscoveries of modern and classical iconographies,
contemporary cultures, primitive emotions, and instinctive desires, this presentation
confronts the previously constructed views with delicate and illusionistic imaginations.

Burger's series of red paintings on aluminium, a new visual presentation and
counterpart of his previously blue and cool-toned paintings, stems from his
longstanding fascination towards red, the passionate, sublime, yet earthly hue that is
often challenging to control. The works invite the viewer to map the symbols through
an intuitive reading, referencing elements of European modern masterpieces. Titled
after George Grosz's 1918 painting, Gefdhrliche StraBe, 1918 (GG) (Dangerous Street, 1918
(GQ)) borrows the composition of Grosz's work, depicting a contemporary street scene
echoing the politically dangerous moment in 1918, right before the end of WWI.
Compared to the defenseless man with his eye closed, the woman remains vigilant
with a direct glare. The unconventional cropping of the eye augments the unreliability
of the image, as the distant interaction among the figures run parallel to the subtly
bending priests performing liturgical rituals. This type of seemingly illogical integration
of different references, sometimes emphasized by the rectangles that abruptly cover
the dominating pictures in Burger's works, questions the logical orders and
mannerisms of the perceived subjects depicted.

Apart from Burger's sublime and uncanny subversion of modern iconographies,
Howse's works take form in folklore and myths, delineating nature and daily life from a
surrealist point of view, which visualizes the absurdity of stories without losing
innocence. Joining together, plants, animals, and humans in his paintings may appear
amiable at first sight, yet the fictional characters and combination of prehistoric or
allegorical forms portray them as aliens. Threaded with surreal landscapes as well as
interior sceneries in their two-dimensionality, the paintings offer a scope to observe the
candid engagements among the characters that the viewer may find connected to, as
they counter the realistic representations of subjects in history and picturesque
paintings. In The Big Get Together (Dog Is So Excited), the baby surrounded by people
and animals resembles the imagery of the Nativity of Jesus. Unlike the traditional
emphasis on the chiaroscuro, or intense contrast between light and dark, Howse's work
underlines the intimacy and direct connections through the figures’ genuine embrace
and exchange of eyes not only focusing on the baby. As a continuation of attention to
demotic interactions over divinity and sublimity in Howse’s practice, this series of works
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weaves the mundane narratives into the otherworldly natural fields in addition to his
framing of such depictions in everyday sceneries and inhabited landscapes.

On the other hand, Li Hei Di has developed a semiotic system intertwined with her
gender and body experience, and abstraction derived from literature and cinema.
Blending romantic narratives and poetry with underlying eroticism, her paintings
capture the spontaneous sensations infused with compassion, fear, and melancholy.
Influenced by contemporary Chinese novelist Wang Xiaobo's eponymous novel, /
Celebrated Dawn on a Deserted Island transforms the protagonist’s vision of sea
sprays, the break of dawn, the golden lights and trumpets, and the penetrating sword
depicted in the novel into meshes of ambiguous images resembling petals, stems, or
feathers, and dripping or squeezed forms that lead into several heated thresholds of
the restless nights and the emergence of hope after the great despair. As the pointed
tip of the ghostly sword slashing across the picture shatters the red field in front, at the
same time it lights up a sparkle that floats and evaporates into golden foam.

By juxtaposing the artists’ distinct perceptions and unique expressions, the
presentation attempts to disrupt and alter the rational and orderly system of
representations through the exchange of motifs, tales, and sentiments fantasized by
the artists, in quest of the miscellaneous clues of narratives and sensations lurking
under the apparent pictures, which cut into a deeper perception and conversation on
both humanistic cultures and individual experiences.

Meanwhile, LINSEED will participate in two other specially curated sectors at ART SG
2023, presenting Chinese artist Zheng Zhilin's newly created painting Shape of
Freeness in NEW/NOW, and British-Singaporean artist Kara Chin's short film
Awakening Ceremony in FILM (at ArtScience Museum).
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