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LINSEED is delighted to present Simon LING's (b.1968, UK) solo project “Nowhere” from March 22 to April
20, 2024. In the two large-scale works in this exhibition, the artist creates a clear but hazy space in the
cutting and rearrangement of images and media, capturing the forgotten corners of the city, and
framing these “un-named" landscapes with a realistic lens-like scope. The hidden "dark matter" is
brought into the light of reality by the artist, involving his personal perspective-driven observation and
imagination to form an object full of sensibility and storytelling.

At first glance, the works in this exhibition appear like old black-and-white photographs with traces of
the times, capturing random or neglected fragments of the city. The artist uses large areas of white and
gray paint to form the piled objects on the periphery of buildings, depicting scenes assembled from
different tilted perspectives, which are out of balance with the order of reality, exuding a sense of
disorientation and continuous movement. Shimmering like the setting sun, orange lines create a
spectrum in the work, bringing a new visual rupture to the naturally rendered objects and activating the
scenes on top. As unassuming buildings and boats become the protagonists of the picture, a dramatic
tension between the representations of images and compositions arises. Perhaps, the artist is thus
guiding our experience and perception of the world, which gradually becomes tangible by the way we
look at it and by the act of moving through it. “It is a question of how you see something, not what it is”
(Ling in conversation with Tate curator Lizzie Carey-Thomas, 26 April 2011). In Ling's work, looking and
seeing is an act of participation in reality, a deep engagement with the object or space to which he is
responding, and the storytelling of its expression is often hidden in unseen details.

About the Artist

Simon LING was born in 1968 in Bradford, UK. He studied at Chelsea College of Art & Design and then at the Slade
School of Art in London, current lives and works in London. Ling is interested in what he called the “un-named”, an
ordinary but unidentified realm composed by rotting piles of wood, undergrowth, circuit boards, nondescript blocks
of flats, and other overlooked corners, these are combined with the artist's subtly distorted depictions of details to
create scenes that transcend the mundane. By combining studio-based and en plein air practices, he reconstructs
scenes from his direct observation, memories, models, and sketches of his surroundings, generating a sense of
disorientation and an unstable space for the viewer to wander through.

Simon LING's work has been exhibited in several international major institutions and art galleries. His recent solo/
duo exhibitions include: “Nowhere”, 2024, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Simon Ling and Karin Ruggaber”, 2023, greengrassi,
London; “Simon Ling and David Musgrave”, 2020, greengrassi, London; “Simon Ling”, 2018, Towner Eastbourne,
Eastbourne; “The Showing Uv It”, 2015, Bergen Kunsthall, Bergen (Curated by Martin Clark). His selected group
exhibitions include: “Milk Carton Sculpture”, 2024, Minnesota Street Project, San Francisco (organized by Vincent
Fecteau & Jordan Stein); “The last thing you see is the first”, 2023, greengrassi, London; “L’Almanach 23", 2023, Le
Consortium, Dijon (curated by Eric Troncy); “Contemporary Art Society”, 2021, Mount Street, London; “The Botanical
Mind”, 2020, Camden Arts Center, London; “Slow Painting”, 2020, The Lewinsky Gallery, Plymouth; “A Sense of Place,
from Turner to Hockney”, 2019, Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong Kong; “The Noing Uv It", 2015, Bergen Kunsthalle,
Bergen (curated by Martin Clark); “Painting Now: Five Contemporary Artists”, 2013, Tate Britain, London; “Head Wig
(Portrait of an exhibition)”, 2009, Camden Arts Center, London; “Art Now: Beating the Bounds”, 2009, Tate Britain,
London; “Jean-Luc Blanc, Opera Rock”, 2009, CAPC Bordeaux, Bordeaux (Curated by Alexis Vaillant).

Simon LING's works are held in notable collections including the Tate Britain, UK; Towner Eastbourne, UK; British
Council, UK; National Museum Wales, UK; Kistefos Museum, Norway; Fundacié Sorigué, Spain; Hara Museum of
Contemporary Art, Japan and The Rachofsky House, USA.
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