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LINSEED is thrilled to participate in Independent New York 2025, presenting “Old Clothes”, the solo presentation of
Berlin-based artist Travis MACDONALD (b. 1990, New Zealand). The show unveils his latest series of paintings on
canvas, silk, and works playing with mixed media, orchestrating a visual meditation on memory and perception
through visual experimentation.

Travis Macdonald recent works continue to delineate a figurative choreography of the quotidian movements of
communal time. Here we see twelve paintings that trace collective subjects meandering through recognizable
scenes that construct urban or rural configuration. In pairs of two or four, we see oblique figures in fields and
passageways, walking or sitting in narrow lanes, laying together, or briskly exiting cathedral doors. Paired with
smaller vignettes of pastures and rural space.

In an open field, two figures pluck at the body of an imitation of themselves; a figurative substitute. Here Macdonald
adopts the motif of the scarecrow, which has been known to signify the vulnerability of social absence. This
recurrent character could perhaps be interpreted as a figurative supplement for an absence in political motive
amongst his ghost-like cast. Whereby his self-reflective figures become emblematic of the contemporary subjects'
disposition in post-consumerist society. As his paintings trace and adorn the scarecrows mythology, Macdonald
hazy brush accentuates the theological and folkloric capacity of figuration.

Situated in impressionism, Macdonald's intimate and pastoral desire to accurately capture the movement of wind
and flora positions his work in a lineage of contemporary romanticism. Delicately weaving the ornamentation of the
everyday with fragmented autumnal motifs by way of still life, each painting becomes an anecdotal glimpse into the
artist's ongoing interest in communing and slow-living movements.

Macdonald pastiche of layer and perspective conjure dream-like scenarios that blur the borders of interior and
exterior space. His warm, yet bold autumnal palette softly reconfigures the harshness of the horizon line with narrow
passageways, maintaining a devotion or understanding of the tension in fleeting urban density and constriction
that surrounds his nondescript figures.

Text by Carmen-Sibha Keiso

About the Artist

Travis MACDONALD was born in 1990 in Bunnythorpe, New Zealand. He obtained his BFA from Victorian College of
the Arts in Melbourne in 2011. He currently lives and works in Berlin. Macdonald's works often feature a subdued
palette and links the mundane with the absurd, crafting narratives that seem to float in an ethereal haze under
minimalistic lighting. Subtle visual concepts allude to a larger, more profound context, while tender brushstrokes
dissolve contrasts within the composition. The boundaries between figures and their surroundings grow fluid,
creating a hazy, distorted, and melting sense of memory that resists rigid definition.

His selected solo exhibitions include: “Old Clothes”, 2025, Independent New York with LINSEED, New York; “I'll be
back tomorrow”, 2024, painters painting paintings, online; “Travis MacDonald: selected paintings”, 2024, The
Commercial Gallery, Sydney;“fly by night”, 2023, JVDW Gallery, DUsseldorf; “Rain sounds”, 2021, Niagara Galleries,
Melbourne. His selected group exhibitions include: “Mortal thoughts”, 2025, Bernheim Gallery, Zurich; “Last
Summer”, 2025, Contemporary Fine Arts, Berlin; “A Trace Without A Tail”, 2025, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Reef Knot Show
Title", 2024, Cellar Door, Sydney; “Night Stroll”, 2024, Galerie Elsa Meunier, Paris; “Geelong Contemporary Art Prize”,
2024, Geelong Gallery, Geelong; “REALMS, a group show”, 2023, JVDW Gallery, DUsseldorf; “Trance”, 2023, Envy60T],
Wellington; “Comfort the afflicted”, 2022, Envyc0T1, Wellington; “Tingling honey bee”, 2022, Branching Universe
Gallery, Melbourne; “Postcards”, 2021, Gallerie Magnus Karlsson, Stockholm;*Melbourne Comes to Sydney”, 2019,
Home@735, Sydney.
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