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LINSEED is pleased to participate in ZSOONAMACO MEXICO ARTE CONTEMPORANEO
2023 from February 8 to February 12, 2023, presenting ZHENG Zhilin's (b. 1991, China)
solo project, llluminated Standstill, at booth EJ58. Featuring the latest series of
Zheng's works, the presentation attempts to entice a liminal experience that
coincides with the sense of compression and fluidity on the canvas as the figures
were contorted in cramped space. With the consistent hue illuminated by the yellow
and vapory light in each painting, this series seems to create an alternative reality
where the body dissolves and floats, actively interacting with the surroundings. At
the core of Zheng's practice is the inquiry into the relationship between the body,
the psyche, and their environs.

The absurdity of these paintings stems from two different perspectives integrated
into one space, with the background following the recession rule and the figures
breaking it. Staged in unwieldy forms, the eccentric characters are further
accentuated by their disproportionate limbs. Inspired by the Mexican muralists as
well as Joan Mird's early hard-edge style, the muscular and robust limbs by Zheng
seem to declare their own freedom and independence, which challenges the extent
to which one organism comprised of different parts can be deemed as a whole
entity.

Crouching, reclining, and bending, the acrobatic poses of the characters resonate
with the serpentine hair, the wavy facial features, and the dancing furniture
enriching the images with playful referents, which enhances the atmospheric
sentimentality. On the other hand, the emulation of the sculptural physicality of the
figures, the artist's recent touchstone deriving from her exploration of ancient Greek
and Roman statuary, constantly reminds the viewer of the corporeality of the
distanced colossi. The integration further ridicules the fictitious line between fluidity
and substantiality. The viewer is thus entrapped in a pictorial language that
embraces the relentless dynamic.

Often depicted as slipping deep into a stupor, the eyes are yet another prominent
feature exacerbating the figures' physical and emotional alienation. The two close-
ups presented in this show, for example, respectively recall the delicately carved
Greco-Roman sculptures and the montage in surrealist movies. While the former
represents the world of ideas by pursuing perfect forms, the latter probes into the
relationship between seeing and reality through uncanny effects. Nevertheless, the
eyes in Zheng's paintings are deprived of intense feelings. The apathetic figure in the
fiesta reflects the alienation between the individual and society where the culture of
forgetting tipped the balance toward the self-actualizing agent. Zheng's paintings
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confront the viewer with their seductive obscurity, which pointedly brings up the
guestion—how close we are to these figures oscillating between ecstasy and
amnesia.

About the Artist

ZHENG Zhilin was born in Guangdong in 1991, and currently lives and works in
Guangzhou. She graduated from the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, where she
received her BFA in 2014 and MFA in Painting in 2017. Zheng's practice revolves
around the exploration of imaginative spaces and the abstraction of body language.
She fabricates verisimilar and illusionary landscapes with distorted and dislocated
features, which trigger a sense of ambivalence and uncanniness. While adept at
manipulating the linear perspective to attain grotesque movements in the flowing
kaleidoscopic scenes, Zheng's paintings often incorporate subjects of rounded and
sturdy human figures and quotidian still lifes which create an effect oscillating
between flatness and three-dimensionality.

Recent solo exhibitions: ZONAMACO, 2023, LINSEED, Mexico City; "Pedesis", 2022,
LINSEED, Shanghai. Her group exhibitions include: "NEW/NOW", 2023, ART SG,
LINSEED, Singapore; "Watch the Fire from the Shore", 2021, LINSEED, Shanghai.
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