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LINSEED is pleased to participate in Tokyo Gendai 2023 from July 6 to July 9, presenting
XIA Shafei (b.1989, China) and CHEN Jinbin's (b. 1994, China) duo project, “Blue Blush”, at
Booth H12. Showcasing two artists' latest works, the exhibition immerses the viewer with
flesh and corporeality unabashedly soliciting a fetishistic pleasure. As physical as the
figural theme, Xia's ceramics shape domestic objects into body silhouettes while Chen's
special framing attempts to resurface the material side of paintings. Though the
portraits are in a way realistic and bodies are depicted in ideal shapes, these works
gesture towards a re-mystification of the body that explores the relationship between
desire and repression and the relocation of pleasure and joy.

The erotic sensuality in Xia's oeuvre roots in her meandering lines and voluptuous
contours; and likewise in her ceramics the execution “makes all the extremely rigid
sinuosity flagrant.” In her hyper-feminine delineations, the mild nature of ink imbues
the works with bodily warmth. On the other hand, the translucency of ink, together
with her whimsical composition of dissociated elements caricatured as, for example,
indifferent pigs passing by the bedroom or a farting house, emanates a sense of
detachment. The lightheartedness in her incorporation of anthropomorphism and
choreography further exacerbates the sense of disenchantment and solitude in the
affectionate scenes. Through unveiling the discrepancy between desire and
gratification, the artist satirizes a hypostatized way of life. Nevertheless, the
omnipresent body in her works, as well as her fascination with domestic scenes and
flamboyant designs, again suggest the intensity of feelings in life. The viewer is thus
captivated by her fantasia that oscillates between the detached and the intense.

While Xia's figures are almost like mannequins, protagonists in Chen's paintings are
all named strangers. Encountering his male strangers, however, the viewer is
situated in sheer intimacy. Such a close distance often appears in Chen's works as if
he is testing the distance at which the boundary between the subject and the
object disintegrates. Akin to this experiment is the artist's recent exploration of gay
cruising culture which takes place often surreptitiously in public spaces like parks.
For a tacit knowledge that they shall eschew any direct expression of desire,
intimacy thus depends on, as half-jokingly called by the artist, a “tactful distance” —
a distance suffused with chances and in-betweenness. Illuminating the lawn, woods
and sky, Chen embraces the viewer with this unique practice of desire in that park.
To this extent, the flickering stars, the swan, and the male figure in By the Prairie
Lake comprises a modern trinity that underlines the moment of joy and pleasure
disseminated and shared among the subject and the object.
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About the Artists

XIA Shafei was born in Shaoxing, China in 1989. She obtained her bachelor's degree in
scenography fromm Chongging University in 2012 and her master's degree in visual arts from
Accademia di Belle Arti di Bologna (the Fine Arts Academy of Bologna) in 2020. She currently
lives and works in Bologna, Italy. Her paintings explore the fetishistic desire and boundless
solitude, capturing the zeitgeist through a unique approach with traditional ink on paper.
Employed repetitively in her oeuvre, Xia's signature characters and patterns recall the genre
of floating world images in East Asian culture. While the animals are designated with
distinctive dispositions in Chinese tradition, Xia's anthropomorphism also signifies the
oppressed primitive impulses in a playful and satirical manner. With the delicate treatment of
paper and brushstroke, the artist lightheartedly depicts themes of intimacy, vulgarity,
savagery, and violence, which confronts the viewers with ease yet radically ridicules an
institutionalized way of life in a feminine language.

Her recent solo exhibitions include: “Passando davanti alla mia finestra”, 2022, P420, Bologna;
“Fiaba d'autunno”, 2021, Museo Carlo Zauli, Faenza; “Shafei Xia — Assolo #1”, 2021, Francesca
Antonini arte contemporanea, Roma; “Principessa Shafei”, 2021, Palazzo Borromeo, Milano;
“Welcome to my show”, 2020, P4202- Project Room, Bologna. Her selected group exhibitions
include: “Swallow Mountain, Drain Sea”, 2023, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Mutaforma. Mutazioni
ceramiche del codice CZ", 2022, Alchemilla, Bologna; “Per una nuova scultura,
Sperimentazioni e traiettorie lungo la via Emilia”, 2022, Festa de 'Unita provinciale di Modena,
Ponte Alto, Modena; “It is Better to be Cats than be Loved”, 2022, Tabula Rasa Gallery, London;
“quel jour sommes-nous?”, 2022, Tokonoma, Kassel; “Il giardino dell'arte. Opere, collezioni”,
2022, Centro Pecci per 'Arte Contemporanea, Prato; “DANAE REVISITED", 2021, Fondazione
Francesco Fabbri, Pieve di Soligo (TV); “Abitiamo il mondo”, 2020, Lunettall, Momlbarcaro;
“Decadent Gaming", 2020, LINSEED, Shanghai.

CHEN Jinbin was born in Guangdong, China in 1994. He received his MFA from the Oslo
National Academy of the Arts in 2021 and BFA from the Royal Academy of Art, The Hague in
2019. He currently lives and works in Oslo, Norway. Chen's diluted color palette creates an
environment that accommodates his subjects in themes of vulnerability, honesty, and
comfort. His delineation of figures embraces the freedom of becoming in the non-binary
gender dispositions. Unfolding the liminal space of encounter, Chen's work explores a
language of intimacy that excludes the sexually explicit, and rather, paints his own vernacular
of desire that absorbs a viewer's gaze. Bridging the personal and impersonal, Chen's practice
revolves around topics on gender temperament, sexuality, abjection, in-betweeness,
identification, and differentiation.

His recent solo exhibitions include: TBA, 2023, Unfair, Amsterdam (upcoming); “Prophecies of
the Post-Angel Era”, 2023, Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo; “Returnees”, 2022, Kohn Gallery, Los
Angeles; “Omega and (Anti-)Decay Atlas”, 2022, Northing Space, Bergen; “The Heimlichkeit of
the Home”, 2021, Fotogalleri Vasli Souza, Oslo. His selected group exhibitions include: Art
Basel, 2023, Standard (Oslo), Basel; “Myth of the Cherry Tree”, 2023, Standard, Oslo; “Swallow
Mountain, Drain Sea”, 2023, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Indoctrination: Multivalent Gestures”, 2023,
Fotogalleriet, Oslo; London Craft Week with PYTON Place, 2022, London; “Matrix of Gender”,
2022, Bomuldsfabriken Kusnthall, Arendal; "Utopia”, 2022, Tegnerforbundet, Oslo; “Paper
Planes”, 2021, Standard, Oslo; “Statens Kunstutstilling 134", 2021, Hgstutstillingen, Oslo.
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2., —XHEGLAERXENARTERESE, MRBIANRZEE—EDE “MHEE. &
L EE7HHT, CEMEESIBNEERREREA. FENREALKNGE —UNZARES
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