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LINSEED is pleased to present Joy Li's (01999, China) solo project “Green Water” from August
18 to September 19, 2023, showcasing a series of recent mixed-media works by the artist, as
well as a performance on the opening day. Focusing on the artist's continuing exploration of
publicity and privacy, through a variety of both industrial and organic materials, the
exhibition inquires into the relationships and boundaries between the individual's physical
senses and their surrounding physical space.

In this exhibition, the intimate moments of Li's daily perception leave traces in the public yet
once domestic space, marking the flashbacks of certain trivial moments in life: hair stuck to
the tiles in the shower, while droplets, in their most lively forms, are intertwined with
butterfly-shaped strands; the body-like deformed skeleton hangs in the space, implying that
this is not a living organism, but the hatching embryos on the skeleton allude to the
imminent arrival of new life. Li re-examines the shifting verges of intimacy through these
physical arrangements of transient daily moments, drenching the viewer into an
unobstructed view of desires and sensual sensations.

On the opening day of the exhibition, Li will present a performance that emphasizes the
interaction of the behavioral process with the space and the audience, surrounded by the
installations retaining the results of the artistic act. Crawling, stumbling, jumping, or rejoicing,
conversing with the audience through the unconscious touches, the artist, as the carrier,
embodies the capricious and constantly evolving positioning of the individual in relation to
the collective, and the body in relation to the space. As the gaze begins to dissolve, the
audience is removed from the status of spectator and becomes a participant and co-creator
of the performance.

“All the works in this exhibition were made in the summer of Shenzhen, where sweat,
humidity in the air, and the invasive snails implicitly guided the creation of these works,
mixing all kinds of memory fragments and my understanding of materials into creative
intuition. Through this series of works, | revisited my observation and concept-driven
abstraction, returning to the most basic elements of sculpture, shape, size, texture, color,
and physics. | select and combine different materials: stainless steel, resin, ceramics,
cement, wood, light, etc. —just like mixing flavors, to build sculptures with a sense of
drawing. The texture of different materials enriches points, lines, and surfaces with
different flavors. The handwriting-like lines are created by hair strands. | gently flick the
hair strands with my fingers to shape them, creating a delicate and soft feeling. When
created by stainless steel rods, it requires heavy machinery and great power to fight
against the hardness of stainless steel, evoking a sense of hardness and cleanliness.
Making art with Intuitive is another kind of precision without relying on the language of
words.
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The various elements in the works are extracted and purified from daily life. | like to observe
how the various materials are used in daily life, and they are stored in my memory-like raw
materials, to be retrieved at the right time. | want to bring the audience an uncanny feeling
by re-processing these familiar elements. Moments are stretched out indefinitely; time and
space are rearranged. Clean but a bit disturbing, with brutality mixed in the moisture, that's
what | wanted to build with this exhibition. It's not a literal narrative but an atmosphere that
wells up like a scent but we all feel it. You already know it before | explain it to you in words.”
(Joy Li, August 2023)

This exhibition and the opening performance are sponsored by Cliff Banquet, the project-
based artist collective producing interdisciplinary performances biannually founded in
Baltimore in 2020 by Joy LI and curator Joyce Liang.

About the Artist

Joy Liwas born in 1999 in Gansu, China. She obtained her BFA degree in Interdisciplinary
Sculpture with a Theater minor at Maryland Institute College of Art in 2021. She currently
lives and works in Shenzhen, China and Baltimore, USA. Her works include sculpture,
performance art, theater, video, and music, exploring the tension of interactions between
objects, emotions, and relationships. In her works, she reshapes the body and space to
open up a new possibility for existing mMaterials and environments, allowing participants
to re-experience, interact and see in an unfamiliar way.

She is also the co-founder of Cliff Banquet, a project-based artist collective producing
interdisciplinary performances biannually. Combining the structure of traditional theater
with the essence of performance art, CF explores the relationships and boundaries
between different individuals, as well as the relationship between individuals and
collectives in society. Their successful productions, Collective Dreaming and Burning
Stone, have been exhibited internationally, including shows at BBOX, Baltimore, The
Parlor, Baltimore, Tree Art Museum, Beijing, and Guardian Art Center, Beijing

Her recent solo exhibitions include: “Green Water”, 2023, LINSEED, Shanghai; “Golden
Lines and White Lightings”, 2023, Aranya, Chengde; “Salomé”, 2022, 33ml| OFFSPACE,
Shanghai; “Collective Dreaming”, 2020, BBOX, Baltimore; “26th Benefit Fashion Show:
Catalyst", 2019, Falvey Hall, Baltimore; “The Skin of a Human Being”, 2019, Gateway Gallery
1, Baltimore; “You'll Never Meet Mac DeMarco”, 2018, BBOX, Baltimore. Her selected
group exhibitions include: “LAB 2: Co-Working Space”, 2022, LIU HAISU Art Museum,
Shanghai; “Art Nova 100", 2021, Guardian Art Center, Beijing; “A Hunger Artist”, 2021,
Elysée, Shanghai; “Rabbit Hole”, 2021, Arkila Art Center, Shanghai; “The Crowd”, 2021, Jin
Chen Yi Fei Ming Art Gallery, Shanghai; “Absence/Attendance”, 2021, Himalayas Museum,
Shanghai; “Communication Strategies: From Checkers to complex systems”, 2021, Time
Art Museum, Chengdu; “Redirecting”, 2021, Tree Art Museum, Beijing; “ldentity:Smashing
Labels”, 2019, Main O Gallery, Baltimore; “Humanscape”, 2019, Fox Building, Baltimore;
“Coordinates”, 2019, Piano Gallery, Baltimore.
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