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LINSEED is delighted to present the duo show “Nocturnal Animals” from March 18 to May 10, 2025, featuring works by
Chinese artist Antone LIU (b.1999, Anshan, China) who currently lives and works in Frankfurt and Wuxi, and Austrian
artist Daniel MOLDOVEANU (b.1999, Romania) who currently lives and works in Berlin.

Emerging in late 19th-century France, Decadent literature defiantly rejected the era's naturalist
conventions and moralistic narratives, plunging into a radical excavation of aesthetic
subjectivity. Joris-Karl Huysmans' A rebours epitomizes this ethos: its reclusive aristocrat
meticulously curates a private sanctuary of excess, dissolving reality through the osmotic fusion
of art and life to recode existence as a complex weave of perception, sensation, and ethical
entanglements. By staging an eternal duel between individual desire and societal constraints,
Decadent literature reconfigured humanism’s contemporary relevance—Huysmans'
microscopic material obsessions (from handcrafted minutiae to the molecular texture of
objects) suspended artistry on a precarious tightrope between corporeal indulgence and
intellectual freedom, collapsing ethics into a fluid experiential field that shattered rigid moral
binaries.

This aesthetic DNA mutated across generations: Oscar Wilde weaponized dandyism in The
Picture of Dorian Gray, forging life-as-art into a dagger against Victorian hypocrisy; F. Scott
Fitzgerald, in The Great Gatsby, refracted the abyss of capitalist modernity through the gilded
mirage of the Jazz Age. The specter of Decadence materialized further in the sinuous motifs of
the Arts and Crafts Movement, the golden arabesques of the Vienna Secession, and 20th-
century collage and conceptual practices—where ornamental excess blurred utility and purity,
and matter ascended to metaphysical poetics. This nocturnal aesthetic insurrection, born in the
19th century’s twilight, persists in rewriting the grammar of human cognition.

Daniel MOLDOVEANU and Antone LIU share a subversive masquerade—their works cloak
rigorous methodologies beneath seemingly casual, de-skilled surfaces, inheriting fashion’s
demystified material legacy while forging new artistic epistemologies.

Daniel MOLDOVEANU's Untitled Wallpaper series initially mimics banal floral patterns, only to
reveal itself as a meticulously orchestrated site of visual archaeology. The chaotic stratigraphy of
acrylic layers and correction pen—echoing the formulated approach of Neo-Conceptual
painting—serves as a visual index of his flat iconographic research: from the occult symbology of
1760 Marseille Tarot and 1906 Azerbaijani Molla Nasraddin satirical prints, to the allegorical
emblems of 17th-century English Quarles’ Emblems and Papal States-era Italian proverb books;
from 13th-century Bibliotheque de I’Alcazar manuscripts and the gilt-edged serialization covers
of Lippincott Magazine, to 1970s Detroit queer liberation pamphlets and 1990s Japanese artist
Toshio Saeki's erotic grotesquery. Goya's Los Caprichos etchings collide with Soviet
propaganda’'s collective euphoria, while William Morris’ organic motifs hybridize with
contemporary anime aesthetics. These six centuries of image-fragments coalesce into a non-
hierarchical civilizational collage, transforming a chronicled vocabulary into a playful
commentary transgressing signifier and signified.

Antone LIU’s micro-narratives, legible only through intimate scrutiny, pulse like Morse code
etched onto skin—transmitting signals that ripple beyond their immediate codes. His ink-on-silk
motifs distill visual isotopes from Eastern collective memory while anchoring to interwoven
timelines of displacement. With a foundation in fashion and textile arts, LIU transcribes
migratory chronicles through reinvented fabrics, weaving autobiographical fragments into
textile-based lyricism that occupies ambiguously familiar terrain. By alchemizing ancestral
textiles into conceptual “canvases", he maps personal-historical landscapes dialoguing across
the ancient Silk Road'’s polarities. In recent works, LIU choreographs a dance between vision and
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measurement—where textural rhythms resonate with symbolic echoes, while the meticulously
engineered illusions excavate cultural longing from the interstices of the mundane.

“Nocturnal Animals” orchestrates transborder aesthetic dialogues while probing art's potential
as environmental infrastructure. When domestic spaces become prismatic fields of subjectivity,
decorative motifs morph into psychotopographic coordinates, and materiality emerges as the
cipher to decode inner worlds. Transcending literal figuration, the exhibition instead weaves
clandestine maps of private experience through textile weft-and-warp, carved contours, and
creeping wallpaper vines. This is both a contemporary response to the Decadent legacy and a
re-examination of art's pact with the self—in moments where opulence coexists with decay, at
the liminal threshold between ornament and spirituality, we glimpse the iridescent spectrum of
existence itself.

This exhibition is realized with the generous contribution by the Consulate General of Austria in
Shanghai and the Austrian Cultural Forum Beijing.

About the Artists

Daniel MOLDOVEANU is an Austrian artist born in 1999 in Constanta, Romania. He graduated from
the Hetzendorf Fashion Institute of Vienna in 2020, obtained his BA in Cultural Studies and History of
Art from the Humboldt University of Berlin in 2023, and graduated from Universitat der Kinste Berlin
(Berlin University of the Arts) in 2024. He currently lives and works in Berlin. In writing, his
interdisciplinary approach circles around ideas of superficiality, analysed creatively through the lens
of cultural analysis, critical theory and philosophy. In visual art, his paintings derive from ongoing
research into the history of flat, figurative iconography, sourcing motifs further interpreted into
eclectic compositions on modular canvases. Though painting, reminiscing aesthetics of the Arts and
Craft movement with a Neo-Conceptual application, assumes a primary role, his material practice
also encompasses video, costumes and photography.

His selected solo exhibitions include: “Rude Awakening”, 2024, Invitro, Bucharest; “Eloquence!
Eloquence! Eloquence!”, 2024, GROTTO, Berlin; “The Whatever Moment”, 2022, SABOT, Cluj-Napoca;
“Patternmaking”, 2021, Suzie Shride, Vienna; “Stimulus”, 2019, Art Institute Vienna, Vienna;
“Appearances”, 2016, 2ler Pavilion, 2ler Belvedere, Vienna. His selected group exhibitions include:
“Metal and the Flesh”, 2024, Horse & Pony, Berlin; “A Tower of Birds", 2024, Connector on/off, Cluj-
Napoca; ZUurich Biennale, 2023, Kunstalle, Zurich; UdK Berlin Rundgang, 2024, Berlin; “Queer Body
Against”, 2020, Kunstsalon im Fluc, Vienna; OPEC Red Cross Auction, 2019, Sotheby's, Vienna;
“Hindrance to Modern Speed”, 2018, Sehsaal, Vienna.

Antone LIU was born in 1999 in Anshan, China. He obtained his BA in Fashion Design and
Engineering from the Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology in 2021, and is now attending Class
Willem De Rooij at the Hochschule fur Bildende Kunste-Stadelschule in Frankfurt. He currently lives
and works in Frankfurt am Main and Shanghai. Deeply invested in transcultural narratives and the
history of design and manufacturing, his research and works tickle the precariousness and shifts in
perceptions of humanity. Liu repeatedly deliberates and finds unexpected intersections among these
evolving paths. With humour and recalling familiar household objects like drying rack, pillow cases,
belts and so on, Liu creates performative surfaces with handcrafted practice.

His selected solo exhibitions include: “Antone Liu in Temple”, 2024, Temple, Offenbach; “Skin,
Participatory Art, Intimacy Series”, 2021, Duke Kunshan University Humanities Research Center,
Suzhou. His selected group exhibitions include: “Rundgang Stadelschule”, 2025, Frankfurt am Main;
“Quvering Bloom”, 2025, Stichting Perdu, Amsterdam; Open Studio, 2024, HIAP Gallery Augusta,
Helsinki; “Playing in the Dark: Side B", 2024, Uncharted Collective, Busan Biennale, Busan; “Hairpin
Beneath”, 2024, TROPEZ, Berlin; “The Sound of Defiance”, 2024, Paludo S. Antonio Bridge Rio Dei
Giadini, Venice; “ca bian”, 2024, Hafenplatz 1-3, Offenbach; “Rundgang Stadelschule”, 2024, Frankfurt
am Main; “Symposium”, 2023, Netzwerk Sellerie, Frankfurt am Main; “Rundgang Stadelschule”, 2023,
Frankfurt am Main.
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FRRE/RERZETE (Daniel MOLDOVEANU) 537 (Antone LIU) MAIERZEEEFEY
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EMENZAREERREZ,
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X

X7 (Antone LIU) BIEMMEIRE, FIEBEMNEAIRG, WERKKENEEEE, EEAE
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BIERZARFEMR (Hochschule fur Bildende Klunste-Stadelschule) EiEE-Z-Z{# (Willem De Rooij)
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